The Post War Decade
quested for the release of $14,000 of its frozen funds86 for the
purchase of medicines badly needed for the victims of the war, it
was also turned down by the U.S. government. Subsequently, the
medicines were supplied by the Soviet Union. Yet another action
that made the United States unpopular was her refusal to renew the
CARE program in Egypt. Through CARE's feeding program,
nearly three million Egyptian school children were receiving free
school lunches by September 1956. However, when the supplies
were exhausted soon thereafter, the U.S. government refused to
renew the program. Senator Hubert H. Humphrey of Minnesota
considered this action to be a "blunder."87 The United States also
made a "blunder" when she refused to sell Egypt her surplus
wheat at a time when the latter's reserves were almost exhausted.
As a result Egypt was compelled to turn to Russia to meet her
wheat needs. Russia's handling of the Egyptian wheat deal showed
more astuteness than had been displayed by the United States,
As Senator Humphrey stated:
When we sell wheat, we talk unimaginatively of our surplus,
our disposal program etc. When Russia was asked to sell wheat
to Egypt, Soviet officials at first played coy, saying in effect,
'Well, we will see, we need all we have, but we want to help if
we can'. A week later they were back saying in effect: 'We
really cannot spare it [our wheat], but we are willing to share
what we have with you'. The result had a real propaganda im-
pact. The Soviet Union did not provide much wheat but every-
body apparently knew about the wheat they did send.88
86 The United States had frozen $40 million of Egyptian Government
funds when Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal Company.
87 U.S. Senate, Committee on Foreign Relations, The Middle East and
Southern Europe, Report of Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, Washington,
D.C., 1957, p. 14.
88 Ibid.
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